Welcome to the February 2022
edition of Myrtleford Magpie – #42
From the President
I am happy to start this newsletter with the very
happy announcement that our U3A was awarded the
Community Group of the Year, at the local Australia
Day Awards presentation in Myrtleford on Australia
Day, January 26. This is in recognition of the success
of the U3A and it is only possible from the support all
of the members give this organisation. On behalf of
the committee I thank you for your support and for
making our U3A so viable and enjoyable in such a
short time.
In four short and interrupted years, we have grown
from nothing to around 150 members.

We hope we have weathered the worst of the COVID
pandemic and we can look forward to uninterrupted
course activities. We do however, need to be mindful
to take care of our health. I hope you all stay well and
enjoy your U3A activities.
Remember we are always on the look out to add
more courses/activities to our program, so if you have
any ideas please let me know.
Nino Mautone

(President, U3A Myrtleford and District Inc.)
Mob: 0409 216 712
Bus Trip to Falls Creek
Presentation of the Community Group of the Year
Australian Day Award.

Bus trips are becoming a regular feature of our
program and Malcolm is already planning more trips
and people have already asked for another trip to
Falls Creek next year – it must have been good!!
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Everlastings on the Bogong High Plains
Falls Creek is a wonderful place to visit at any time of
the year. In winter to see it blanketed in snow. In
summer to escape the heat and see the wonderful
array of colourful alpine flowers. Early this month we
ran two trips to Falls Creek, stopping off for the
mandatory morning tea at the Mt Beauty bakery
before proceeding on to the old construction village
of Bogong Village, famed for its beautiful gardens and
lake. Sadly the gardens are looking rather neglected
due to a change in management. We then headed up
to Falls Creek, driving around Rocky Valley Dam to the
Wallace’s Hut carpark. The view from here across to
the distant Snowy Mountains is spectacular. Some the
more enthusiastic walkers descended to Wallace’s
Hut, the oldest remaining cattleman’s hut on the
Bogong High Plains. After lunch we were able to drive
through the Falls Creek village, over the top of the ski
runs and down to the easily accessible Pretty Valley
hut, where the flowers bloomed in profusion.
The first trip was during the period of high valley
humidity. The relief from the humidity and heat was
amazing. However on the second trip 4 days later
people had coats and jumpers on and needed to
escape the chilling breezes for lunch.
Our members at Wallaces Hut. Note one group in
coats and the other in summer clothes. Weather is
very changeable in the mountains.

Feedback from participants has been excellent,
already with requests to repeat the trip next summer.
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Bushwalk to the Back Wall, Mount Buffalo

There are 11 churches at Lalibela, which are listed as
World Heritage by UNESCO.

Coffee afternoon 11 March.
Details for this coffee afternoon will be announced as
soon as the details are confirmed.

Gardening Group - Winton Wetlands

Thanks to Jon Harrington and Kevin Mock for leading
this walk.

Coffee Speaker
Thank you to John and Helen Simpson for their talk on
Ethiopia. They showed many slides of the “Rock
Churches” that had been carved out of basalt in the
mountainous region in the heart of Ethiopia. Their
building is attributed to King Lalibela, who set out to
construct, in the 12th century, a New Jerusalem after
Muslim conquests halted Christian pilgrimages to the
Holy Land.

On Friday 18 February, members of the garden group
travelled to the Winton Wetlands. After enjoying a
delicious morning tea in the Mokoan Hub and
Café, Sue Levish gave us a very informative talk about
the history of what was Lake Mokoan and is now the
Winton Wetlands. Sue explained what has been
achieved since the decommissioning of Lake Makoan,
the problems they encountered, pest and weed
control and the vision for the future.
By May they hope to have a new building for their
research programs for the captive breeding of the
endangered Growling Grass frog and to have
completed the Indigenous Art Trail.
This will have 11 large scale artworks by the Yorta
Yorta artists.
After the talk we were able to walk or drive to many
different sites. Some stayed and enjoyed a very nice
lunch at the Hub.
A great day out.
A very interesting place to visit again to see the
completed Art Trail.

John and Helen Simpson
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Proposed new courses
If the committee could organise ball room dancing
chess, table tennis or carpet bowls would you be
interested?
Let Jan Mock (Mob: 0401 064 030 or
Email: u3amyrtleford@gmail.com) know if any of
these activities interest you. We would need a
minimum of 20 people for ball room dancing.

A new Activity – Colouring for Adults
This is a new activity for this term and requires a lot of
concentration. Wednesday afternoon at MSCC from
1.30 to 3.30pm.

There is also an opportunity for you to join a singing
group in Myrtleford. This is not a U3A activity. The
post (the link is below) is from Joe Davis and is about a
singing group called “One Voice” happening at St
Paul’s Anglican Hall, Thursdays, followed by pizza.
https://www.facebook.com/102977328392210/photo
s/a.110126861010590/343440244345916/?type=3

Membership for 2022
1. Membership fees for 2022 are payable from 1
January 2022.
Fees are:
Full Member $30 per year
Associate members $5 per year
If you pay into the U3A Bank account here are
the details:
Account Name: U3A Myrtleford and District Inc.
BSB: 633 000
Account number: 161859533

Please Reference: Your name and
reason/activity.
And hand crafted buttons made by Roslyn
Bruncher – on display in Myrtleford Library.

The Community Bendigo Bank agency in Myrtleford is
in the Myrtleford Real Estate office (next door to
Chakra Coffee).
Reminders

We have 2 deposits for membership that have
not been referenced. The dates of these deposits
are:
26 October (WAW)
and
6 December (WAW at 6.28pm).
If you have decided not to go to a
course/excursion, please let the tutor (or the
tutor coordinator 0498 391 830) know. You might
be blocking someone who is on a waiting list or
keeping everyone waiting if it's a jaunt.
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